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Fa. Why ifit was his conscience, how came it to pass he did not do the like by his daughters ?
Wid. Why he said, he thought I had a right to their government, as a half of the family ; For, my dear, says he, we are partners; but, says he, I entreat you, and, as far as I am able to do it, enjoin you to it, let the poor innocent babes be reconciled to the church, and brought up in the catholic faith; and I hope you will in God's due time embrace it yourself.
Yo. Sist. What was you able to say to him ?
Wid. I bless God I made no promise about my children ; nor, indeed, was I able to speak to him for grief; for he was in such agonies, that my heart could not hold to stay by him ; and the next morning he died: and now I am a dreadful example of the miserable condition of a married state where principles of religion differ, though with the best husband in the world.
Fa. But, my dear, do not afflict yourself now about your sons.
Wid. Not afflict myself, sir! is that possible ?
Fa. Yes, yes ; they shall not be bred up papists, I'll assure you, for all that he has done to bring it to pass.
Wid. Alas, sir! they will be taken away from me.
Fa. No, no ; nor shall they be taken away from you neither; our laws give you a right to the bringing up your own children; and as for the doctor, I'll engage he shall give you no disturbance ; he knows his own circumstances, and I'll take care that he shall take it for a favour to be concealed here, and leave all to you.
Wid. But then the estate will go from my children too.
Fa. Perhaps not, neither; but if it should, you have enough for them.